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Cable Address “Inculcate, New York” 
Telephone Watkins 9-2000 

Foreign Missions and Overseas Interchurch Service 

The Board of Foreign Missions 

of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America 

156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 

July 17, 1950 

To the liembers of the Korea liission 

Dear Friends: 

You will be sorry to hear that Mr. John F. Genso, a member 

of the Korea llission, passed away Saturday night, July 15, 1950, at 

Kobe, Japan, according to a cablegram received today. 

Mir, Genso had not been in vigorous health for some time and 

had remained in Seoul while the other members of the Mission had gone 

to the annual Iiission meeting at Teachon Beach, With the outbreak of 

hostilities, Mr, Genso was evacuated to Japan on June 26th, i cable- 

gram reported that he stood the trip well. Later reports indicate 

that he was staying with the Rev. and lirs, L. Newton Thurber in Kyoto, 

Japan, until the arrival of Mrs, Genso and the other Korea evacuees 

in that city on July 6th, On July lOth the group of Korea missionaries 

were transferred to the dormitories at Kobe College for temporary resi- 

dence this summer, and it was there that Mr. Genso passed aways. 

Mir, Genso had been a member of the Korea Mission since 1908 

and will be especially remembered for his devoted service as Mission 

treasurer for over forty years, 

I am sure that you join with us in extending deepest sympathy 

to Mrs. Genso and to the two daughters, Dr, Barbara G, Gisla, who 

lives at Half Moon Bay, California, and Mrs, Robert A. Kinney, who is 

at present in Kyoto, Japan, Until recently Mr. and Mrs. Kinney and 

their three children were living in Seoul, Korea, where Mr. Kinney was 

with the E.C,A. under the State Department. 

While Mrs. Genso is in Kcbe, you may write her at the follow 

ing address: 
Kebe Jo Galuin 

Okadayama, Nishinomiya Shi, 

Hyogo Ken 

Japan 

Sincerely, 

Lloyd S, Ruland 

Acting Secretary for Korea 
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Wha b Le Kittgers Genso 

To Her Friends: 

( yN JUNE 27th, 1957 in Arlington, Virginia, Mable 

\/’Genso passed on from her lifetime of service in His 

Kingdom on earth to that Eternal Heavenly Kingdom 

which God has promised to those who love Him. On Sep- 

tember 28th, in the Korea she loved so dearly, her ashes 

were laid to rest beside those of her husband and little son. 

The stone marking this be sautiful spot bears the simple 
»” 

inscription, “To depart and sleep in Jesus. 

Her life was full of unusual opportunities for service. 

At first, in her early years as part of a large family on their 

Iowa farm, through her training as a teacher, and then in 

the fulltime Christian service to v which her life was dedicated. 

After she graduated from Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, 

with youthful hopes of being sent to Africa, the Board of 

Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Churc h in the U. S. A. 

in 1908 appointed her as a missionary to Korea. Here she 

was adopted by a land and a people who, she felt, gave 

her more through the years than she was ever able to repay. 

She loved the natural beauty of the country, with its moun- 

tains, farmlands, rivers and surrounding seas. Hiking swim- 

ming, picnicking or driving through the countryside de- 

lighted her. But it was with the people that she found her 

greatest stimulation and inspiration. Her quick mind and 

ready wit gave zest to her living, and her deep devotion to 

God and His work gave purpose to her every activity. 

She went to Korea as a teacher, working in the Chung 

Sin Girls’ School in Seoul during her first term. There she 



helped to train girls who have become some of Korea’s 

most outstanding women leaders. In 1910 she married John 

Frederick Genso, Treasurer and Business Manager of the 

Presbyterian Mission in Korea. A growing family and the 

innumerable responsibilities of a missionary wife, in addi- 

tion to a full-time assignment of Mission work, kept her 

alert mind and very energetic body occupied in activities 

which she loved. 

Her philosophy was: “Educate a man and you educate 

an individual. Educate a woman and you educate a family.” 

Thus, her interests and energies were primarily directed into 

work with the women of Korea. Besides the Chung Sin Girls’ 

High School, she was associated with the Y.W.C.A., Church 

Women’s organizations, Bible Classes, the W.C.T.U., 

women’s groups in social service, mothers’ clubs, and with 

the Adult Literacy program for Korea. Through each of 

these avenues she found abundant opportunity, by direct 

teaching as well as by the example of her personal life, to 

do the work for which she was trained and by which her 

life was compellingly motivated—spreading the Good News 

of God’s love for man. 

In 1950, when the Communists invaded the Republic 

of Korea, she and Mr. Genso were evacuated to Japan where 

he suffered a fatal stroke. She returned to the United States 

alone. In 1954 the Committee on World Literacy and Chris- 

tian Literature asked her to return to Seoul to direct the 

re-establishment of the Adult Literacy program for Korea. 

She was in excellent health and, at the age of seventy-two, 

she returned to her adopted country for two more years. 

She felt that God had been especially gracious in making 

it possible for her thus to complete her life’s work. 



In August 1956 she retired as an active missionary. 

She returned to the United States and was at the home of 

-her daughter, Barbara, in California when there was some 

concern about her health. After seven months of rest she 

appeared well enough to travel east to be with her other 

daughter, Gail, in Virginia. She visited friends and relatives 

along the way and, although she seemed very tired when 

she reached Arlington, up to the end she was able to do 

the things she had wanted to do the most. She never fully 

regained her normal vigor and slipped quietly away from 

us at the end of June. 

On June 29th her American and Korean friends in 

the Washington area gathered for a simple memorial service 

at Mount Olivet Church in Arlington. On September 28th, 

1957 a final service was held in the lovely chapel of the 

Chung Sin Girls’ High School and at the Yang-wha cemetery 

overlooking the waters of the River Han. 

Through her years of service Mable Genso was strength- 

ened and encouraged in her work by the love, the gifts, and 

the prayers of her many friends. Each of you, in your way, 

has furthered the work of the Kingdom for which she so 

eagerly and generously gave her life. A memorial is being 

established in her name at the Chung Sin Girls’ School. One 

part will be the completion of the Genso Memorial Athletic 

Field which she had started in memory of her husband. 

Another part will be a scholarship fund for the school. The 

spirit of her radiant Christian life will thus continue on 

through the coming years in the lives of the people of 

Korea. 

Barbara Genso Gisla 

1201 Tilia St., San Mateo, Calif. 

Gail Genso Kinney 

2251 N. Vermont St., Arlington, Va. 

fi 



HYMN 

Sung by the Chung Sin girls 

at the funeral service for Mable Genso—Sept. 28, 1957. 

Words and music written by the teachers in Chung Sin. 

Translated from the Korean by Gertrude Voelkel. 

Coming far across the ocean 

Bringing us God’s truth, 

By faith to sow the good seed 

In the hearts of youth, 

A living sacrifice you came 

At God’s clear call, 

To scatter precious seed 

In the hearts of all. 

Ah, loving, saintly Lady Genso, 

It is here in Han Kook, here you lie asleep. 

Lord, take her spirit to Thy Homeland blest. 

In eternal peace give eternal rest. 

Prayer unceasing as the changeless pine 

During forty years, 

Like flowing streams, unceasing 

Flowed your holy tears. 

Hearts that were hard and bitter 

Knowing naught but pain, 

Melted and changed by seeing 

Calvary’s cross your gain. 

Ah, loving, saintly Lady Genso, 

It is here in Han Kook, here you lie asleep. 

Lord, take her spirit to Thy Homeland blest. 

In eternal peace give eternal rest. 



Mable R. Genso Dead; 
Korea Literacy Worker 
Mable R. Genso, 75, who is} 

credited with teaching several) 

thousand Korean adults to read| 

and write, died Thursday in 
Arlington Hos- : 
pital of a heart 
attack. 

A. Presbyte- 
rian missionary % 
in Korea from : 
1908 to 1956, 
Mrs. Genso 
headed the: 
World Literacy 
Committee's 
Korean _ pro- 
gram, which Mrs. Genso 
was started in - , 
1948. More than 60 nations par-| 

ticipate in the WLC, formerly} 

an affiliate of the National 

Council of Churches. 3 | 
She worked mainly with 

women in yillages’/near Seoul} 

from 1948 to 1950 and in the| 
Taejon area in 1955 and 1956.| 
Her philosophy was, “Educate| 
a man and you educate an in- 

dividual; educate a woman and) 
you educate a family.” 

In March, 1941, Mrs. Genso} 
helped organize the Korean} 
“Women’s Day of Prayer” and 
was arrested by Japanese 
authorities, who charged’ her} 
with “nationalist activities.” 
The officials thought that the) 
women’s prayers for peace 
were really prayers for inde- 
pendence from Japan, 

|Genso lived since last Septem- 

She was released after three 
weeks and in May, 1941, re- 
turned to New York-City with) 
her husband, John F. Genso, 
business manager-of the Pres- 
byterian mission in Korea. 

They returned to Korea in 
1946, and Mrs. Genso was prin-| 
cipal of the Chung Sin Girls 
Schoo] in Seoul. After the out-| 
break of the Korean conflict, | 
they were evacuated to Kobe,| 
Japan, where Mr. Genso died} 
in 1950. 

Mrs. Genso lived in Arling- 
ton and San Mateo, Calif., from 
1950 to 1954, when the World 
Literacy Committee asked her 
to return to Korea as the only. 
American on its committee 
there. / 

Born near Des Moines, Iowa, 
she taught school there before 
studying at the Moody Bible 
Institute in New York- City in 
1906. i 

Surviving are two daughters, 
Gail Kinney, 2251 N. Vermont 
st., Arlington, with whom -Mrs. 

ber, and Dr. Barbara Gisla of, 
San Mateo; nine grandchildren 
and six brothers and sisters. 
A memorial service will be 

held at 4 p.m. today in the! 
Mount Olivet Methodist 
Church, N. Glebe rd. and 16th 

\st., Arlington. Burial will be 
in the International Cemetery 
in Seoul, 1 
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end called u to he h in the Literacy 

stron urge ene 

unceasing devotion 

herself. Then 

o to mountsin churches to enc e Christians. 



tirls Schools that she helped during the years. 

@mong the schools formerly th | ea, Which opened again in Seoul efter the 

many refugees came dowh to the South he felt the neediest students were those in 

Posuns Sc h were pe ime 50 si Who could not pay th 

without help would h ; d DS school. So Mrs. Genso, who was in close 

contsct with thee schools and knew of he studnets, prayed definitely 

one night as to how she could help in the bes She thought, "I shall soon be 

going to Heaven and wont need money there, so I must help these girls NOW."The next 

day she called me and e me 410,000 whan for scholarships for these girls, to 

enable them to continue school. When the alumni of the school heard of 

enerous donation, they decided to follow her example in selfsecrifice and 

assist needy girls in the same way. The alumni of other Christian schools heard of 

it, and followed the good example, enlarging the circle of good influence and blessing. 

What a wonderful life was hers, so dedicated to serving others, such 

zeal and courage, such pity and love for others, all guided by a! y mind that put 

Christ first. She constantly shared wh had learned, passing on the benefits 
a) oy 

she had receivd. I admired her much as en exemplary worker emong workers, a teacher 

to serve. As I remember her life of good 

true faith, I think of her with conficence, not of the loss we 

s} death, but of her in sh a experiencing in Heaven. She 

Paul, "I heve fought a rood fischt; he qo ‘saith; henceforth t 

for mr a crown of ri h fedeth not awsy, reserved in Heaven for me." 

There is » new song of joy and hallelujah for her now in the presence of her Lord, 

and believing this witk aPidence am comforted and filled with hope of seeing 

her asin. 
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